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Rising To The Occasion  #2 
      8.19.18 

 
I. Review 
 

A. Key words: 
 
1. “The Middle Ground is eroding.” 

 
2. “Crucible” 

 
3. “A Living Sacrifice” 

 
 

B. Three Points of Challenge: 
 
1. Rise to the Occasion concerning our Gathering 

 
2. Rise to the Occasion concerning our Giving 

 
3. Rise to the Occasion concerning our Growing 

 
 

II. GATHERING AT THE RIVER (Joshua 4:1-5:15) 
 
A. Notice the nature of the sea-change: 

 
1. Understand the Day - After forty years of wandering, God had them commemorate 

that a significant day was upon them. Twelve stones would mark the occasion, and 
God said what they were doing would live in the heart of future generations. Future 
victories would be tied to this day, and a handful of other victories God had given 
them through the years. 

 
 

2. New Anointing upon Leadership - The leaders modeled obedience and were signs of 
God’s promised presence and power. They went into the water first to create the 
moment, and they faithfully stayed in the water until everyone crossed over. 

 
 

3. Circumcised Hearts - The people fully committed to their identity with Jehovah. “As for 
me and my house, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD!” All the Jewish males were 
circumcised. It should be noted that the ritual occurred in the presence of their 
enemies, and at what could be called “an inconvenient time.” Jeremiah 4:3-4 NIV  
“Break up your unplowed ground and do not sow among thorns. 4 Circumcise 
yourselves to the Lord, circumcise your hearts.” 

 
 

4. Mature Living - The previous provision ended that day. What could have been viewed 
as disaster was actually a sign of the Lord’s blessing. The promise that had been 
coming for forty years was now settling upon the people. 
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III. THE ACTION OF CONSECRATION 
 

A. (Giving) - A sacrificial offering on August 26th ─ to set us free from the love of 
things. 

 
1. One of the benefits of Tithing is that the love of money is broken. 

 
 

2. Tithing in particular and offerings in general place us under the economy of Heaven’s 
Kingdom. 

 
 

3. Five steps/levels in the process:  
 

a. Defeat – In His mercy, God brings us to a place of desperation. 
 
 

b. Decision – We set our hearts on a path of obedience. 
 
 

c. Dependence – We begin to consult Him about everything. 
 
 

d. Dedication – We no longer see it as a 90/10 proposition. 
 
 

e. Demonstration – obedience. 
 
 

4. The Bag of Silver Dollars 
 
a. This is yours - it is NOT mine. 

 
 

b. I do not have the power to produce wealth; nor do I have adequate wisdom to 
manage it. 
 
 

c. We give the gifts to you, and we ask you to mark us with The Holy Spirit in order to 
be faithful stewards. 

 
 

5. When we give… 
 
a. God is pleased. 

 
 

b. We become Partners with God. 
 
 

c. We live from Heaven’s Perspective. 
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d. We embrace an eternal purpose. 
 
 

e. God promises to provide for us. 
 
 

6. We are asking all who are willing to freely bring a sacrificial gift on August 26th. The 
purpose of this is for nothing else than to set us free from fear of lack; from the love of 
money; and the control of Mammon. 

 
 

7. Beware the trap of carnality in regard to money. 
 
a. Carnality is often an action based on sensual, unspiritual behavior, but it is also 

manifested as trying to do a spiritual thing in the strength of the flesh. This is 
where most of us get tripped up. 

 
 

B. (Growing) - A sacrificial service commitment ─ to love our neighbors as we love 
ourselves ─ actively sign up ministry (try it for one term). 

 
1. “A CULTURE OF LIFE” 

 
 

2. It will begin for most in service here, but we believe our arena of influence is going to 
expand greatly as we walk with patience and obedience before God. 

 
 
3. A place where “Hope is Restored.” 

 
 

4. We must make decisions about issues such as: 
 

a. Abortion 

 

b. Adoption 

 

c. Euthanasia 

 

d. Human Trafficking 

 

e. Child and Spousal Abuse 

 

f. Assistance for the poor 

 

g. Facilitating true and balanced Justice 

 

h. Care of the Elderly 
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i. Care of the Disabled - physically, mentally, and emotionally 

 

j. The Persecuted Church 

 

k. Institutions such as jails, prisons, nursing homes, and hospitals 

 
 

5. Service ministries are important ─ even a cup of cold water given in Jesus’ Name 
changes the equation. 

 
 

6. Consider these facts: 
 

a. Political action seldom manages these sorts of problems well. Faith-based options 
have a better track record in many instances, so it is time for non-profits, including 
churches, to “step-up.” 

 
 

b. I believe God will never bless and anoint churches who believe their strength is in 
the arm of flesh. I believe God will never bless and anoint churches who have 
marginalized the clear teachings of Scripture ─ churches that do not know the 
difference between the Holy and the Profane ─ who misrepresent what is good 
and what is evil. But neither will He truly bless and anoint churches that are harsh, 
judgmental, and unloving. BUT ─ IF A CHURCH CAN BE FULL OF THE SPIRIT, 
FAITHFUL TO SCRIPTURE, AND TRULY BE MOTIVATED BY LOVE ─ THERE 
IS NO LIMIT TO WHAT GOD CAN DO THROUGH THEM! 

 
 

c. This is not about redistribution of wealth (extreme liberalism). Nor is it about 
“pulling yourself up by your own bootstraps” (extreme conservatism). Neither of 
those plans will work and we should repent if we have embraced a Gospel that is 
nothing more than a “Social Gospel.” 

 
 

d. It is my opinion that no single church CAN or SHOULD try to do everything and 
meet every need, but we must hear from God, mobilize membership, and evaluate 
resources in order to accomplish everything God wants us to do. Sometimes we 
can offer a permanent remedy; sometimes we can offer temporary relief, 
sometimes we can refer to another place where help may be available. 

 
 

e. We cannot solve everyone’s problems, nor are we required to give a platform to 
every personality, every teaching, or every ministry. While we are committed to 
bearing one another’s burdens when one is weak (Galatians 6:2), everyone must 
also learn to carry their own load and serve others (Galatians 6:5). Remember, the 
day comes when Manna ceases, and you eat the fruit of The Promised Land. 
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f. There IS an Absolute Authority. There must be a total commitment to the principles 
of Scripture…  

 

 even if you do not agree. 
 

 even if you do not understand. 
 

 even if it conflicts with our affiliations. 
 

 even if it costs us personally to hold Scriptural views. 
 

 
g. When requesting “a Double Portion,” we asked for a hard thing. Why would we 

imagine it should be an easy path? 
 
 

C. (Gathering) - A sacrificial cutting of your heart ─ to facilitate a new culture of life 
and community. 

 
1. The act of circumcision of every male Jew was a ritual of identification and covenant. 

Though independence was welcomed, there was a strong sense of community in 
which the people came together for (1) worship and (2) warfare. 
 
 

2. I’ve probably deleted as dozen statements simply because though I’m convinced they 
are true, there is almost no way to express them without sounding manipulative. 
 
 

3. But I do want to stress something I believe is a game-changer: Much general transfer 
occurs from parents to children on the basis of how we esteem church attendance. 

 
a. “The man who attempts Christianity without the church shoots himself in the foot, 

shoots his children in the leg, and shoots his grandchildren in the heart.” 
 
 

b. I believe this is also generally true: “What the parents allow in moderation, the 
children generally allow in excess.” The full teaching of Scripture is not 
“moderation in all things.” The teaching of Scripture is “moderation in that which is 
permissible, and abstinence from that which is evil.” 

 
 

c. 2 Timothy 1:5 NIV  “I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your 
grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in 
you also.” 

 
 

d. Exodus 20:1-6 NIV  And God spoke all these words: 2 “I am the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other 
gods before me. 4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of 
anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You 
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shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous 
God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of 
those who love me and keep my commandments.” 

 
 

e. Look at the way this played out in Scripture: 
 

Generation #1. - Father Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26:15, 16, 21) 15 “His fame spread 
far and wide, for he was greatly helped {by God} until he became powerful.16 But 
after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall. He was unfaithful to 
the Lord his God, and entered the temple of the Lord to burn incense on the altar 
of incense. 21 King Uzziah had leprosy until the day he died. He lived in a separate 
house leprous, and banned from the temple of the LORD. Jotham his son had 
charge of the palace and governed the people of the land. 

 

 Here was a father who was basically a good man and attended the House of 
God, but decided to worship on his own terms. This was the great sin of Cain. 
 

 
 

Generation #2. - Son Jotham (2 Chronicles 27:1, 2)  1Jotham was twenty-five 
years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. His 
mother’s name was Jerusha daughter of Zadok. 2 He did what was right in the 
eyes of the Lord, just as his father Uzziah had done, but unlike him he did not 
enter the temple of the Lord. 

 

 Here was a son, another fairly good man, who decided if the matter of proper 
worship in the House of God was not important, neither was the matter of 
attendance. 

 
 

Generation #3. - Grandson Ahaz (2 Chronicles 27:9; 28:1-2, 24-25)  9Jotham 
rested with his ancestors and was buried in the City of David. And Ahaz his son 
succeeded him as king. 28:1Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and 
he reigned in Jerusalem sixteen years. Unlike David his father, he did not do what 
was right in the eyes of the Lord. 2 He followed the ways of the kings of Israel and 
also made idols for worshiping the Baals. 24Ahaz gathered together the furnishings 
from the temple of God and cut them in pieces. He shut the doors of the Lord’s 
temple and set up altars at every street corner in Jerusalem. 25 In every town in 
Judah he built high places to burn sacrifices to other gods and aroused the anger 
of the Lord, the God of his ancestors. 

 

 Here was a grandson who actively opposed the House of God, even to the 
point of profane desecration. The veneer of “good” had worn off. 

 
 

Generation #4. - Great-Grandchildren (2 Chronicles 28:3-5)  3He (Ahaz) burned 
sacrifices in the Valley of Ben Hinnom and sacrificed his children in the fire, 
engaging in the detestable practices of the nations the Lord had driven out before 
the Israelites. 4 He offered sacrifices and burned incense at the high places, on 
the hilltops and under every spreading tree. 5 Therefore the Lord his God 
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delivered him into the hands   of the king of Aram. The Arameans defeated him 
and took many of his people as prisoners and brought them to Damascus. 
 

 In four generations, the House of David went from a bad attitude about church 
to neglected attendance, to opposition to church, to the worship of demons, 
which included the wholesale slaughter of their own children. 

 
 
 

Christian Life Lessons 
 
1. This is not about legalism. Everyone has free-will and should only do what they feel is the 

motivation of the Holy Spirit. Nobody is promoted to “first class;” nobody gets demoted to 
“second class.” We are in this together. 

 
 

2. This is not about guilt and shame. Settle these matters before The Lord in your heart. 
 
 

3. If you choose to rise to the occasion… 
 
a. know that in regard to stewardship (Giving), we are breaking the hold of Mammon over 

our lives. 
 
 

b. know that in regard to service (Growing), we are abandoning excuses and limitations ─ 
we are fully surrendering to The Holy Spirit. 

 
 

c. know that in regard to Gathering, we are restructuring our homes to put God first and 
claim the blessing of the Second Commandment. 

 
 
 

Take a look at these verses during the next few days. 
 

 When you face a difficult task. 
 

 When the promise doesn’t seem to be coming. 
 

 When you feel the best and brightest moments have passed you by. 
 

1. It is easy to become disinterested. (Haggai 1:1-15) 
 

 The project of building God’s House was a new thing to many of the people. Most of 
them had never seen a Temple to Jehovah. They had given up on building God’s House 
and had focused on building their own house. 
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2. It is easy to become discouraged. (Haggai 2:1-9) 
 

 To those who had seen the glorious Temple of Solomon as children, the new Temple 
didn’t really compare in appearance. 
 
 

3. It is easy to become dissatisfied. (Haggai 2:10-23) 
 

 They had begun the project 16 years earlier, so they felt now that they’re “playing catch-
up,” The Priests had to explain that the neglect of 16 years isn’t reversed in 3 months ─ 
but it is a start! 

 
 
But God’s Word to you is found in Haggai 2:19 “Remember all the days of lack, but from 
this day on I will begin to bless you!” 
 


